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Senior  Rally  draws  overflow  crowds 


By  Tony  Mnitin 

Aasociau  Editor _ 

The  2007  State  Senior  Adult  Rally  is  a 
perennial  favorite  among  seniors  in 
Baptist  churches  in  Mis^ssippi.  This 
year  was  no  exception. 

The  event,  hostra  by  Mississippi  College 
(MC),  Clinton,  registei^  1,163  participants 
from  102  churdies,  representiiw  64  towns 
in  the  state,  according  to  Glenn  Sh)ws,  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  Disapleshio  and  Family 
Ministries  Department  of  ow  Mississippi 
Bap^t  Convention  Board. 

Christian  humorist  Dennis  Swanberg 
was  die  big  draw,  bringing  participants 
from  churches  as  far  away  as  Tupelo, 
Pontotoc,  and  Olive  Brandi,  on  down  to 
the  Jackson  area  and  die  Gulf  Coast. 

As  "The  Swan"  greeted  visitors  one  by 
one  upon  dieir  arrival  at  Nelson  Hall,  he 
also  was  dead  serious  about  his  love  for  MC. 
It's  the  Baptist  university  where  his  son 
Dus^  is  now  a  senior  and  another  son, 
OuKt  ^aduated  in  2005  with  a  degree  in 
accounting.  Chad  works  with  Swanberg 
Ministries,  txised  in  West  Monroe,  La. 

"IVheicvar  I  g»,4  take  MC  stud.  It's  been 


of  Mississippi  Baptist  and  country  oomedi 
Jeiw  Qowier.  "Me  is  a  great  place." 

Swanberg  brings  nis  impressions  of 
characters  like  Tv's  lovable  Mayberry 
deputy  Barney  Fife  to  audiences  nation¬ 
wide  at  175  events  annually.  He  raved 
about  die  crowd  of  folks,  55-years-old  and 
up,  packing  MC's  Swor  Auditorium  and 
soling  over  to  seats  in  the  aisles  and  near¬ 
by  hallways.  "I  love  my  seniors,"  he  said. 

At  the  rally,  die  overflow  crowd  at  die 
event  included  folks  like  Jeris  White,  66,  a 
member  of  Thaxton  Chimii  in  Pontotoc 
County.  "We  love  the  fellowship  of  the  peo- 

Sle,"  said  White,  who  purcriased  some 
wanbeig  tapes  along  the  way.  "The  services 
are  so  awesome,"  she  says  of  the  diurch  ral¬ 
lies  fw  seniors  she's  attnided  in  Gadinburg, 
Tn.,  Branson,  Mo.,  and  now  MC. 


It's  the  senior  adults 
who  make  the  aimual  time 
for  fellowship  so  amazing 
and  add  so  much  to 
churches  in  their  communi¬ 
ties  every  Sunday.  "Senior 
adults  are  the  backbone  of 
churches,"  Swanberg  said. 

Others  making  the  bip  to 
the  rally  included 
Ridgeland  resident  Ray¬ 
mond  Ball,  senior  adult 
minister  at  Westview 
Church  in  Jackson.  The 
church  has  150  senior 
adult  members. 

His  wife  Marcia,  church 

fianist  Linda  Beard, 
velyn  Gosa,  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Son  Lighters 
senior  adult  group,  were 
among  others  from 
Westview  enjoying  the 
rally.  So  were  the  dozen  on 
hand  from  Parkway 
Church  in  Tupelo.  The  list 
of  churches  sending  dele¬ 
gations  seemed  endless. 

Attendees  also  heard 
selections  from  the 
Visionaries  Choir  of  First 
Church  in  Hattiesburg, 
and  during  breakout  ses¬ 
sions  were  entertained  by 
Terry-based  juggler  and 
musician  Rick  Bewley. 

Tom  Crocker,  a  consul¬ 
tant  with  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  in 
Memphis,  discussed  the 
"significance  of  success"  .  ^  .  .  . 

for  senior  adults  SWAN  —  Dennis  Swanberg,  a  Christian  humorist 

Dennis  Daniels,  serving  ^  ^ 

in  pastoral  care  ministries  or  Senior  Adult  Rally  held  Aug.  30  at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 

First  Churdv  Jadcson,  also 
led  a  conference  on  develop¬ 
ing  a  servant's  heart.  (Andy  Kanen^iser,  university  neivs  coor~ 

A  buffet-style  luncheon  dinator  for  Mississippi  College,  contributed 

with  Swanberg  closed  out  the  day.  to  this  report.) 


Miss.  CP  slips  in  September 

Gifts  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  throu^  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  in 
Septen^r  were  down  over  the  previous  mondi  and  the  same  perm  last  year, 
according  to  Jim  FutraL  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Bwtist 
Conventm  Board  in  Jaduon.  The  September  total  of  $2,282,020,  was  $1,107,556,  or 
32.7%.  below  dian  die  $3,389,576  given  last  month,  and  $515,971,  or  18.4%  lower 
than  die  total  given  in  September  2006.  Total  Mississippi  CP  ^viM  for  the  current 
fiscal  year;  wmdi  runs  nom  January-DeoembeL  stands  at  $25,993,535,  a  rise  of 
$77,731,  or  .3%,  over  last  year's  dving  through  September,  and  $1,101,834,  or  4.4%, 
ahead  of  current  budget  needs,  rhe  2007  Mississif^  CP  budget  of  $33,188,934,  was 
approved  by  messengers  to  die  2006  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
efonvention.  A  total  $2,765,745  is  needed  eadi  month  to  meet  die  convention 
board's  budget  for  2007.  In  addition  to  helping  s^port  more  than  10,700  mission¬ 
aries  in  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world  through  affiliation  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Mississippi  CP  helps  fund  such  programs  as  the  Accompanist 
Conference  at  Brandon  Church,  Brandon,  on  October  27,  and  the  Youth  Ministers 
Re^at  on  November  5-7  at  Lake  Hak  O'Khata  near  Louisville. 


SBC  CP  rises  for  month 

NA^lVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Giving  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
Cooperative  Program  (CP)  in  September  was  $17,912,692,  which  was  14.4%,  or 
$2,2$0,204,  above  the  $15,662,488  given  in  August,  and  2.5%,  or  $434,776,  dian  the 
$17,477,916  received  in  September  2006,  accordm  to  SBC  Executive  Committee 
President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  Morris  H.  Chapman.  A  total  of  $2(^,716,834 
was  received  by  die  Soudiem  Baptist  Convention  during  the  tiscal  year  from  Oct. 
1  dirough  Sept.  30  -  up  by  $5,11$,298  from  the  previous  fiscal  vear's  $200,601,5% 
when  Souths  Baptists  topped  die  $2(X)  million  mark  for  the  nrst  time.  Counting 
an  additional  $204,996,501  m  designated  die  tiscal  year  marked  the  first  time 
diat  Soudiem  Baptists  surpassed  die  $4(Jd  million  mark  in  overall  giving  to  ^C 
national  causes  for  spreadiiw  die  Go^I  worldwide.  The  $4,962,666  in  designated 
g^  received  last  month  is  $1,086,262  above  the  $3,876,404  received  in  September 
2006,  an  increase  of  28%.  Hie  Cooperative  Program  is  Southern  Baptists'  method 
of  supportingmissions  and  ministry  efforts  of  state  and  regional  conventions  and 
die  Soudiem  oaptist  Convention.  It  is  separate  from  die  Southern  Baptist  Duurater 
Relief  Fund,  of  whidi  100%  of  monies  go  to  aid  die  needy  in  die  general  public. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


unnecessary  controversy 


I 


ft  been  Mveral  weeks  now  since  native  of  the  Chicago  Griffin  s 

coowdienne  Kathy  Griffin  had  her  15  career  has  not  exactly  set  H<jlyw^  <m 


WillUmH. 
Pcrldns  Jk 

Editor 


Eie.  Even  the  tongue>in<heek  reference 
in  her  show's  title  to  being  on  the  D- 
Ust*  i«fers  to  her  minor  standing 
among  show  business  elites. 

Griffin  may  be  better  known  for  her 
voice  wcNfk  dun  her  minimal  aedne  and 
comedy  careers.  She  has  been  du  voice  in 
the  background  for  Vaseline  Intenrive 
Care  commercials  and  a  host  (A  odur 
products,  as  well  as  providing  duracter 
voices  on  The  Simpsons  televuitm  show 
and  others. 

Howevei;  Qriffin's  crowning  career 
achievement  at  least  in  some  drain,  seems 
to  be  her  hosting  of  the  annual  Gayvn 
Awards,  whidt  recognises  the  "beatT  pro¬ 
ductions  in  the  fidd  of  homosexual  adult 
entertainment  Striraed  of  its  semantic 
niceties,  dut  means  me  is  involved  in  the 
promotion  of  pornography. 

Like  many  aging  stars  —  ot  as  in 

_ _ _  _  _  _  Griffin's  case,  star  wannabes  —  wim 

printed  in  a  family  newspapo'  careers  in  free-fall  decline,  Griffin  felt  it 
m  the  context  it  was  used  by  necessary  to  say  something  outrageous 


minutes  of  fasae  at  the  Emm 
Awaida,  where  she  managed  to  insult 
the  whole  of  Christiandom  with  her 
offensive  remarks  about  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ.  At  base,  what  she 
said  was  poor  taste  at  its  most  poor. 

In  case  you  missed  the  Emmy  Awards, 
here's  the  direct  ouote  from  Griffin  as 
she  accepted  an  Enuny  for  best 
reality  program  for  her  Bravo 
Cable  network  show.  My  Life 
on  du  D-Ust: 


A  lot  of  people  come  up  here 
and  timUc  Jesus  for  this  emerd.  I 
went  you  to  kmm  thet  no  ome  had 
Jess  (0  do  with  this  award  then 
feeue.  it,  fetus.  This  award  is 
utpgod  now. 

Needless  to  say,  du  ****  nota¬ 
tion  is  a  word  mat  cannot  be 
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network,  but  dte  uncut  verskxn 
has  been  widdy  availaMe  on  dve  Internet 
Ik  snows  like  La^  King  Live. 

of 


and  caUe  talk _ 

If  you've  never  heard  _ 

Griffin,  you're  not  alone.  A  46-year-o 


_ public,  ever  hungry 

for  new  celebrity  scandaL  moved  on. 

How  sad.  E^ally  as  sad,  however; 
was  Griffin's  flippant  defeitse  of  her 
remarks:  "Am  I  the  tmly  Catholic  left 
with  a  sertse  of  humor?" 


Does  Griffin  actually  believe  she  is  the 
one  who  has  been  wronged?  Like  rrumy 
Hollywood  types  who  consider  the  space 
betnnwn  New  York  City  and  Los  Angles 
to  be  "flyover  country  Griffin  probably 
dtirtka  of  heartland  Otristians  as  back¬ 
ward,  pooriy  educated  fundamentalists 
who  aren't  Kip  enough  to  understand  her 
off-color  attempt  m  humor.  At  least, 
that's  tile  way  Christian  characters  are 
portrayed  to  audiences  in  many 
Hollywood  productions. 

Suffice  to  say,  if  Griffin  had  said,  "**** 
it,  Muhanunad,"  or  "I  want  you  to  know 
that  no  one  had  less  to  do  with  this 
award  tivan  Buddha."  the  mainstream 
news  media  would  have  been  all  over 
her,  calling  for  her  firing  from  My  Life  on 
the  D-LiM  and  demanding  boycotts  of 
her  products. 

Oiristians  are  fair  game,  however. 

This  whole  incident  is  nothing  less 
than  another  strong  indication  of  the 
impact  C^stians  have,  and  seek  to  have, 
on  tile  larger  culture.  Some  people  don't 
like  tile  sound  of  that.  Many  Hollywood 
elites  are  plainly  upset  about  it.  They 
have  target  us  for  many  years,  and  will 
OHitinue  to  do  so  for  many  more  years. 

May  we  be  strong  enou^  to  with¬ 
stand  their  slurs  and  humiliations,  and 
still  keep  our  focus  on  Jesus  (Matthew 
28:18-20).  After  what  He  did  for  us,  it's 
the  least  we  can  do  in  return. 


they  are  veiy  piottc 
Gonepicuouafo  i 
the  huge  gathering 
CaUfocnia  i 
any  ma^ 


neetimaled  400^000  peo- 
'in  San 
>randB(»  <m  September 
30.  Crowds  flooded  the  neigh* 
boihood  known  ea  "Soutii  of 
Market"  to  take  pact  tai  tile  24th 
annual  Folaom  Street  Fair. 
People  from  all  over  the  nation 
—  even  the  worid  —  flodeedto 
the  Golden  Gale  dty  to  crie- 
bmte  and  call  attention  to  an 
aapect  of  tiieir  Uvee  of  whkh 
are  very  proud. 

‘  teent  from 
in  northern 
.Kirters  from 
news 'outlet.  The 
Assodal^  Press,  United  Press 
IntemationaL  and  Reuters 
News  Service  apparently  were 
all  no  shows.  Even  though  tiie 
event  took  place  in  the  Golden 
State,  there  were  no  reporters 
horn  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

It  would  seem  the  mere  fact 
that  400,000  people  gathered  in 
one  place  would  be  news, 
regarcUess  of  the  reason  they 
came  together.  The  big  three 
television  networks  didn't 
seem  to  tiiink  so  sinoe  they  also 
were  missing  in  action. 

tf  it  were  not  for  a  few  niche 
wid  ahemative  news  publica¬ 
tions,  no  one  outside  of  San 
Frendsoo  would  have  an  inkling 
of  what  look  place  at  the  Folaom 
Street  Fafo  So  what  is  the  event 
and  what  exactly  takes  place?  Be 
forewarned,  the  following 
descriptions  are  not  for  tile  fan 
of  hsMt  even  thougK  tiwy  have 
been  edHied  lo  mule  the  ooniant 
The  Folaom  Street  Fair  is  one 
of  San  Frandaco's  premier  cele¬ 
brations  of  aMemale  Bfeetyle, 
specifically  "leather  pride." 
Tne  "leather  community"  is  a 


Guest  Opinion: 


Our  complicit 
news  media 

By  Kelly  Boggs,  editor 
Louisittna  Baptist  Message 
Alexandria,  La. 


Da 


euphemism  for  tiioae  that 
indulge  in  sadomasodiism, 
also  known  as  S4iM.  These  are 


Be  perversions. 

While  the  Fonom  Street  Fair 
does  draw  a  few  heterosexual 
sadomasochists  to  the  event,  it 
is  dear  from  reports  that  the 
overwhelming  number  cele¬ 
brating  were  tiomosexuals  — 
mostiy  male. 

The  most  detailed  report  of 
the  event  came  from  Pink 
News,  an  orsjsnization  that 
describes  itself  as  "Europe's 
largest  gay  news  service." 

"AmerKen  poBoe  adopted  a 
distinctly  relaxed  improKh  to 
this  yeur's  Folsom  Sbeet  Fair  in 
San  Frandaco,"  Ptiik  News 
observed,  "taki^  IMle  notice  of 
the  huridieds  of  incn  baring  their 
genitels  on  every  street  comer. 

According  to  Pink  News, 
time  were  orgies  in  tiie  street, 
drawing  "lau^is  and  pho¬ 
tographs  from  cunous 
oruooKcrs  but  no  police 
action."  Homosexual  men  and 
women  walked  down  the 
street,  completely  naked  and 


performing  sex  acts,  the  web¬ 
site  reported.  (Keep  in  mind 
tiie  website  provided  far  more 
detailed  descriptions.) 

Sounds  like  a  wonderful 
event,  doesn't  it?  So  why  did 
the  news  media  ignore  a  gath¬ 
ering  of  400,000  people?  What 
would  cause  tiiem  to  collective¬ 
ly  look  the  other  way?  Because 
tiie  Folsom  Street  Fair  is  as 
much  a  criebration  of  unbri¬ 
dled  homosexual  behavior  as  it 
is  a  fetish  festival. 

If  the  trutii  of  what  took  friace 
in  the  streets  of  San  Frandaco  on 
September  30  were  broadcast 
from  sea  to  shining  sea,  tiie 
homosexual  rights  movement 
would  suffer  a  significant  set¬ 
back.  If  grassroots  Americans 
saw  hoDKMexuab  blatantly 
flaunting  their  sexuality  in  pub¬ 
lic,  tim  would  be  appitiled. 

Mrioe  no  mislake  about  it: 
Americs's  major  news  organiza¬ 
tions  are  ooambdt  tai  promoting 
homosexuality.  Hence,  tiiey 
to  act  as  tf  tile  Fobm 


Street  Fair  did  not  even  happen. 

Even  a  bit  of  oentroversy  did 
not  cause  the  major  news  groups 
(apart  from  a  few  conservative 


poster  featured  a  puody  of 
Vind's  Last  Supp«  wim  Jesus 
and  his  disdfte  npiaoed  by  cos¬ 
tumed  sadomasocnists  witii  sex 
toys  on  the  table. 

TWo  conservative  organiza¬ 
tions,  Concerned  Women  for 
America  and  the  Catholic 
League,  both  called  attention  to 
tile  porter.  That  led  to  an  addi¬ 
tional  controversy  over  Miller 
Brewing  Company,  (me  of  the 
fair's  major  sponsors.  While 
Miller  did  not  pull  its  money 
from  tile  event,  it  did  instruct 
tiie  fair's  organizers  to  remove 
its  logo  fnmi  tiie  poster. 

Even  witii  two  mito  pubUc 
policy  groups  calling  attentkm  to 
me  event  and  its  promotioa  no 
majcN'  news  (xumizatkxi,  with 
the  exoeptfon  of  Fox  News,  made 
any  reteenoe  to  the  cemtroversy. 

According  to  Texas  Media 
Watch,  a  non-partisan  and  inde¬ 
pendent  media  imxiitoring  pro¬ 
ject,  the  most  prevalent  evi¬ 
dence  of  news  bias  can  be  found 
in  tile  stories  a  news  organiza- 
tkm  dKXMes  to  cover  and  the 
(xies  it  dvxiaes  to  ignexe. 

Let  the  infamexu  and  unbibli- 
cal  Fred  Phelps  and  six  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  show  up  to  protest  any¬ 
where,  and  it  will  make  the  news 
— but  400,000  peoftie  show  up  at 
the  Folsom  Street  Fair  and  the 
media  completely  ignores  it 
because  they  understand  it  will 
have  a  negative  impact  on  tiie 
homosexurt  movement 

Still  tiiink  there's  no  media 
bias? 

Boggs’  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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So.  Baptists  assisting  Peru  earthquake  victims 


ICA»  Peru  (BP)  -  ThouMmd* 
of  people  Idft  nomeleM  end 
hun^  ^  e  meeeive  eerth- 
queCc  in  Peni'tf  deeolete  fouth- 
em  desert  ere  being  helped, 
thenke  to  dte  generosity  of 
Southern  Beptists  who  give  to 
their  World  Hunger  Fund^. 

At  leest  519  people  were 
killed  end  60,000  homes  were 
destroyed  H^ien  e  quake  thet 
registered  8.0  on  the  Richter 


registered  8.0  on 
scale  struck  Peru's  central  coast 
Aug.  15.  The  shock  wave  lev¬ 
eled  most  of  the  buildinu  in 
the  port  dty  of  Pisco,  where 
many  structures  were  built  of 
unremforced  adobe  brick. 

"The  towns  of  Ica,  Pisco, 

Chincha,  Canate  were  heavily 
damaged  and  many  smaller 
communities  were  totally 
destroyed,"  said  Jim  Brown, 

U.S.  director  for  Baptist  Global 
Response,  a  Southern  Baptist 
international  development  and 
relief  organization.  *'The  high¬ 
way  from  Lima  was  damaged  to 
the  extent  that  large  trucks  with 
relief  supplies  can^t  get  through. 

The  government  had  to  send  me 
first  relief  supplies  in  by  air." 

Villagers  will  have  a  hard 
time  recovering  from  the  earth¬ 
quake  because  clearing  debris 
means  their  crops  must  go 
untended,  said  Rick  Miller,  who 
is  coordinating  Southern  Baptist 
disaster  relief  efforts  in  the  area,  however,  reportedly  wound  up 
"I  was  in  a  community  yester-  on  sale  in  local  markets,  while 
day  and  asked  what  they  plan  many  smaller  communities 
on  doing  concerning  rebuild-  have  received  little  or  no  assis- 
ing,"  Miner  said.  "Their  houses  tance,  MUlqrMid.. 
are  completely  destroyed  and  That  makes  private  relief 
dwy  are  uvii^  in  duitdied  hous-  efforts  in  those  communities 
ing  or  shelters  made  of  scrap  more  critical,  said  Brown,  who 
plastic  and  cardboard.  They  traveled  to  the  adected  area  to 
replied  diat  the  men  are  in  the  assess  the  needs.  He  made  die 
finds  all  day  long  and  don't  trip  with  South  Carolina  Baptist 
have  time  to  clean  the  debris.  Convention  disaster  relief  duec- 
They  need  help  with  debris  torClitfSatterwhite,  whoiscoor- 
renKwal  before  th^  can  even  dinating  the  Southern  Baptist 
be^  to  rebuild  their  homes."  earthqt^ke  rriief  edort  in  Peru 
nie  unusually  strong  miake  because  of  his  state's  existing 
generated  international  puolici-  relationship  with  Baptists  there, 
ty  and  tons  of  relief  supplies  "We  kn^  other  grc^ps  have 
poured  into  Peru.  Much  of  it,  been  providing  reli«  in  certain 


HELPING  HANDS  — Two  Peruvian  Baptist  relief  workers  (seated  on  stools)  minister  to  a  family  in 
Ica  whose  lives  were  thrown  into  turmoil  ny  the  August  1 5  earthquake.  Many  thousands  of  Peruvians 
have  been  left  homeless  and  hungry  by  the  massive  temblor.  (BP  photo  by  )im  Brown) 


areas,  but  it  appears  that  in  ica  to  help.  It  was  exciting  to  see 
only  Baptists  and  local  Salvation  people  who  care  connecting 
Army  volunteers  are  working,"  with  people  in  need." 

Brown  said.  "One  of  our  min-  The  initial  assessment  team 
istry  partners,  Proteccion  carried  in  blankets,  food  sta- 
Cristiana  Civil,  also  sent  in  an  pies,  water,  plastic  sheeting 
assessment  team,  looking  for  and  hygiene  kits  purchased 
areas  aid  isn't  readiing."  with  a  $%,000  emergen^  allo- 

Christian  response  to  the  dis-  cation  from  Southern  Baptist 
aster  was  amazmg.  Brown  said,  relief  funds.  An  allocation  of 
"Peruvian  Bap^ts  and  other  $33,726  from  the  Southern 
Christian  workers  immediately  Baptist  World  Hunger  Fund 
jumped  in  with  both  feet  to  jump  started  community 
respond,"  he  said.  "Volunteers  kitchens  in  50  communities  — 
traveled  four  hours  from  Lima  cooking  operations  run  by  the 
to  get  to  die  scene,  and  Pepe  residents  tnemselves. 

Flores,  the  president  of  Peruvian  Food  kits  of  rice,  lentils. 
Baptist  Convention,  personally  noodles  and  oil  sent  by 
traveled  to  the  area,  widi  a  p^-  Southern  Baptists  are  being 
ner  from  British  Baptist  Mission,  supplemented  locally  with 
to  see  how  diurdies  could  help,  potatoes  and  chicken  or  fish, 
"llie  president  s  visit  great-  enough  to  feed  5,000  people 
ly  encouraged  die  believers  in  for  up  to  two  months.  Each 
lea.  They  nave  seen  a  steady  community  food  kit  provided 
stream  of  volunteers  coming  500  meals  at  a  cost  ot  $113. 


Burma  action  urged 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  U.S,  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Freedom  (USCIRF)  has  called  on  the 
United  States  and  die  United  Nations  to  mount  an  interna¬ 
tional  effort  to  hold  the  Burmese  military  regime  accountable 
for  its  violent  crackdown  on  peaceful  demonstrations.  The 
bipartisan  commission's  October  4  written  request  urged  the 
U.S.  government  to  take  the  lead  by  working  for  condemna¬ 
tion  by  die  U.N.  Security  Council  and  Btmna's  nei^ibors  of 
the  junta's  deadly  suraression  of  dissent.  Burma  also  is 
known  as  Myanmar.  Tne  call  by  USCIRF  came  after  the 
regime  put  doivn  protests  in  late  September  by  killing  some 
protesters  and  jailuig  odiers.  Richard  Land,  USCIRrs  vice 
diairman  and  president  of  die  Soudiem  Baptist  Ethics  8c 
Religious  Liberty  Commission,  urged  Americans  and  odiers 
to  stand  widi  the  Btumese  people*  "As  a  member  of  USCIRF 
and  as  an  American  and  a  Baptist  who  believes  in  soul  free¬ 
dom,  I  believe  it  is  incumbent  on  all  freedom-loving  people 
to  speidi  out  in  support  of  Burmese  ddzens  who  are  strug¬ 
gling  so  courageously  and  meaking  out  so  heroically  for  dw 
basic  freedoms  that  we  so  often  take  for  granted,”  Land  said. 
The  ^te  E>epartment  has  included  Burma  on  its  list  of 
"countries  of  particular  concern"  (CPC)  ever  since  it  began 
issuing  an  annual  report  on  international  rriigious  freedom. 


In  the  largest  religious  gathering  in  American  history,  an  estimated 
500,(XX)  to  1,(X)0,000  men  gather  on  national  mall  in  Washir^on,  D.C., 
for  ^  Stand  in  the  Gap  rally  sponsored  by  Promise  Keepers  October  4. 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Public  Affairs  Committee  votes 
8-4  to  suggest  the  SBC  sever  ties  with  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Amirs,  the  Washington-based  church-state  agency  made  up  of 
nine  Baptist  bodies. 


A  record  333  students  enroll  for  the  fall  semester  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary  in  California,  a  nine  percent  increase  over  the  previous 
record,  witih  119  attending  seminary  for  the  first  time. 
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Memory  is  a  fwdnating  thing. 
Some  peo^  seem  to  ha^  a  m 
more  of  it  than  odiecs.  Some  of 


lesus  Christ  . 

Reqiuetisthe  ^ 

&  HoRorof 
V  Youi 

V  Presence 
inHcsvenl 


about  die 
quesdoiv  I  began  to  think  of  the 
memories  in  my  own  memory 
bank  of  worldwide  events  dut 
seem  to  slMidout  above  die  odi- 
ers.  The  first  one  that  came  to 
mind  was  the  assassination  of 
President  John  F.  Kennedy. 
From  there  my  mind  went  m 
itoout  a  dozen  difierent  direc¬ 
tions  seeming  all  at  the  same 
time.  The  worldwide  survey 
revealed  die  following  diree 
events  as  the  most  meniorable. 

Niunber  osw  was  tlw  fall  of 
the  Berlin  WslL  I  remember 
that  event  dearty.  I  sat  up  into 
the  early  morning  hours  watdi- 
ine  live  television  of  people 
wm  picks,  axes,  shovels,  and 
stidcs  tearing  down  the  wall  as 
th^dianteo  and  cheered. 

The  secosMi  was  Ae  first 
moon  landinn.  I  remember  sit- 
dr^  in  our  uving  room  after 
churdi  on  a  Suncuiy  ni^t  and 
holdhig  our  few-wwks-old  first 
diild  and  explaining  to  her 
vdiat  was  taking  place  as  the 
landing  took  puMe  and  Neil 
Armstrong  stn>ped  out  onto 
die  surface  of  the  moon. 

The  tUid  event  was  the 


a  qusiler  of  a  oenteey  lhaas.  In 

my  memory,  die  buildup  of 
mraia  coverage  and  conunen- 
taiy  was  even  more  vivid. 

One  of  the  things  of  mutest 
interest  to  me  was  mat  the  three 
top  events  that  caug^  world¬ 
wide  attention  in  peoj^'s  mem- 


promoted,  foBcs'  memory  banks 
want  to  reach  out  and  hold  on  to 
the  good  thii^  As  diey  say  in 
the  world  or  conunuiikntions 
today,  'If  it  Meeds,  it  leads.* 
Sadly,  you  could  almost  add  to 
that  *u  it  is  wordivdiile  it  ends 
up  on  the  trash  pile.* 

For  just  a  minute,  would  you 
not  just  delve  into  your  memo¬ 
ries  of  worldwide  events, 
whedier  good  or  bad,  but  would 
you  probe  your  memory  about 
personal  things?  ThkigB  diat  in 
^  you  have  a  grasp  of  in  ways 
that  no  one  dae  may  nave  a  due. 
Take  a  moment  and  think  aboirt 
all  dint  transpired  in  and  around 
when  you  came  to  know  the 
Savior  Of  course,  biMical  salva¬ 
tion  is  not  doing  good  things, 
going  to  great  duuoiea,  or  even 
being  apart  of  religious  activities 
as  good  as  they  may  be.  It  is  a 
meeting  wifii  Jesus.  Do  you 
rememiber  when  you  met  Chm? 
Ma^  you  were  in  diurch  at  a 
revival  or  in  Vacation  BiMe 
School  and  someone  sat  down 
with  you  and  shared  the  Good 
News  from  heaven.  You  were 
told  how  mudi  God  loved  you 
arid  that  He  had  sent  His  Ordy 
Begotten  Son  to  die  for  your  sins. 
Do  you  remember  voien  you 
invited  Ifim  to  come  into  your 
heutand  you  asked  Him  to  for- 
ghe  your  sins,  you  trusted  Ffim, 
and  Ifc  saved  you? 

The  reason  I  am  asking  you 
to  probe  your  memory  roi^ 
to  that  moment  in  time  is 
became  it  is  the  most  inqxxtant 


of  the  experiences  yon  have 
ever  had  you  would  say,  *The 
day  I  met  jesus.*  Ihie  there  are 
times  and  ways  that  each  of  us 
may  stray  from  Him,  but  He 
does  not  let  us  ga  If  you  know 
Him,  He  knows  you.  Your  life  is 
fore^  secure  in  His  hands. 

Paul  was  approaching  die 
end  time  of  his  life  whin  he 
wrote  to  Umodw.  and  he  said, 
*1  know  i^iom  I  nave  believed 
and  am  posuaded  that  he  is 
aMe  to  k^  that  which  1  have 
committed  to  him  until  that 
day*  (n  Tim.  1:12).  From  die 
day  he  met  Jesus  on  die 
Damascus  Road  his  memory 
bank  kept  in  place  where  Ke 
met  Jesus,  die  most  significant 
event  of  his  life.  Do  you  know 
Him?  Spend  a  mcmient  in  med¬ 
itation  contemplating  that  won¬ 
derful  encounter  aiM  celebrat¬ 
ing  die  confidence  you  can 
have  in  your  Savior. 

Would  you  take  a  few  more 
minutes  and  just  probe  anodier 
part  of  your  q^tual  dimension? 
Kdl  up  your  most  mennorable 
time  of  service  for  the  Lord.  It 
may  have  been  an  incredible 
opportunity  to  share  your  faith 
wim  somaone.  It  could  be  a  Mock 
of  time  where  it  just  seemed  as 
though  you  movM  along  in  the 
flow  of  God's  Ivin  and  experi¬ 
enced  His  power  and  presoice 
on  a  misiion  trip.  It  could  be  diat 
you  recall  an  event  in  die  life  of 
your  church  i^ien  the  Lord  gave 
you  die  privilege  of  making  a 
significant  diffoence.  Now  as 
you  dunk  about  those  events  and 
nieioys  of  experiencing  die  gram 
of  at  thow  times  dim  in 
the  time  frame  of  your  life.  See 
i^iere  they  fit  Look  at  them 
dosdy  ana  evahiale  how  long  it 
has  bm  ainoe  you  have  eimeri- 
enced  something  like  diat  None 


remember  the  place,  dreum- 
stanoes,  or  die  ame  because  it 
has  not  yet  happened.  In  fact 
you  will  not  ooiitrol  diose  sur¬ 
rounding  events.  What  I  want 
you  to  think  about  is  diat 
moment  in  Us^t  of  your  life  and 
the  slewaidahip  ot  your  time, 
energy,  and  influence.  When 
that  fr&es  place  will  you  be  able 
to  say  that  you  have  done  all 
that  me  Lord  wanted  you  to  do 
and  you  are  now  ready  to  go? 
You  do  not  have  to  live  to  k 
ancient  to  live  widi  that  kind  of 
peace.  Jesus  was  only  33  when 
He  came  to  the  cofiduaion  of 
Hfr  life  and  earthly  ministiy. 
Before  dying  on  die  cross.  He 
was  aMe  to  say,  ^t  fr  finished.* 

It  was  not  just  Ffis  life  that 
was  over,  it  was  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  what  God  waited  to  do 
through  Him  both  in  IBs  service 
and  in  His  sacrificial  death.  It  is 
finished!  The  Aposde  Paul  wrote 
his  Imt  letter  to  Tbnodiy  and  in 
die  last  chapter  said,  *I  have 
fought  the  good  fight,  I  have  fin¬ 
ished  the  course,  Inave  kept  the 
frith*  (n  Urn.  Indeed  he 
had  and  with  his  last  breadis 
saw  his  life  as  being  poured  out 
like  a  driidc  olfrting  mat  would 
be  liquid,  poui^  out  on  die 
ground,  ana  quickly  soaked  up 
—  but  without  queraon  he  was 
ready  to  go.  You  can  be  too,  and 
you  can  live  eadi  day  widi 
awareness  and  a  commitment  to 
walking  with  God  so  diat  if 
today  holds  the  last  breath  you 
take  you  will  be  ready.  If  you 
walk  with  Jesus  in  that  manner 
not  only  wiU  that  memory  be 
good  for  you  it  will  be  good  for 
every  person  who  knows  you. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  JaeSaon,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutraI9tiAdb.org. 


HRUnteOOO  OlVW  rw  bMkouH 
fKtory  loun.  kkal  for  amtor  chuich 
gfoufia.  Hsiftiwood  hit  tiMn  fHamd 
on  Wih  Grayson^  "took  around 
MMnlppi.*  Urilqut  and  unuwal  aai- 
1k^  Call  OSS)  490-9046  in  Star,  Mm.. 


CNMSTIAN  CNNJMtem  NOME 
waking  Qwteian  Houw  parants  for 
boys  home  locawd  in  Northwaat 
Alabama.  Ako,  naading  iicanwd  Social 
IMorliar.  For  more  information,  plaaaa 
caw  (256)  356-9900  or 


MS  STATE  eXJARTET  CXDNV^^ 

nMnODB  vXiNMUm,  r^lllM8ipniB» 

Thurs:  Dove  Brothers  4  MSQC  Homecoming  SIng-e-long; 
Frt-Set:  Randy  MMer,  Paul  Ott.  Legacy  FaNh,  OoodH20. 
Meiteri  Family,  The  ‘Riders,  others, 
wwyy.msqca.oom  /  601-466-4343. 

Church  diBooMnta  eelstili  -  paid  by  Naahoba  Tburlam  CounoaMSOCA 


naadad:  FIrat  lapdat  Owrdi,  Bcyla, 
Mlaa.,  ia  currandy  aaaking  a  foW-Sma 
miniatar  of  muak  and  aducation. 
More  dataWa  auaWabla.  Contact  ua  at 
fbcboylae  cablaono.nat.  5and 
rnaumaa  via  amail  or  RO.  Boa  219, 


^  CROSSWAY 

^  HARDWOOD  FLOORS 
V  Sanding  •  Finishing  •  InitMion 

\  Raianding  •  TIa  •  Pra-iniih 

M  Trey  Shaw  eOl-eOS-eSSS 


wowim  »rmf  amociwiow 

ia  aaaking  an  Aaaociational  Director 
of  Miaaiont.  Waaumai  or  odiar  cone- 
apondanca,  may  ba  aani  to  Gana 
Dobba,  P.  O.  ton  416,  PMIadalphia, 
MS  59550,  no  latar  dian  Octobar  31. 


You  Can  RnroND 
RidiTNowf 

StmMy  ehare  Ae  foUowing  prayer 
wim  God  in  your  own  wotm: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  ahmad.) 

2.  I  want  fomveness  my 
sins  and  freeaom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  rapant.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restene  my  rria- 
tionship  with  you. 

G  beUM  in  Jtaua.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  diis 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  widi  Him.  (I 
receive  Ckriet  a$  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  08  many  as  recewed  him, 
to  them  he  gave  Bie  right  to  become 
chMen  cfGod,  even  to  Bioee  who 
beUeve  in  his  name.  *  (Jofri  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spfntir- 
aJ  guidance. 


•  9 


m 


n 


IS  what  I  uae  to  forget  witK  but 
still  there  are  incidents  Old  expe- 
ttefioes  in  life  that  are  so  pro¬ 
found  and  so  indeUMy  imprint¬ 
ed  on  our  brains  as  weU  as  our 
emotional  makeiqp  that  we  seem 
to  recall  them  as  though  thm 
were  yesterday.  A  wondwide 
study  was  done  surveying  peo- 
pfe  dxMt  their  moat  menwnMe 


Jim  Fmtral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


their  moat  menwnMe 
s.  They  ssknd  people 
>  remembered 


oty  were  all  good  things.  I  sup-  moment  in  life  and,  in  fret,  in 
pose  it  couldbe  said  ^t  th^  eternity.  I  believe  you  can  make 
were  good  thiiM  that  came  out  a  MMiw  case  for  the  fret  that  a 
of  badthim  When  the  events  million  veais  from  now  if  some- 
happened,  diey  were  good  one  walked  up  to  you  in  heaven 
news.  In  today^  world  where  and  asked  you  wrimt  is  me 


hmbm  years  or  decades  sinoe 
you  wiBk^,  purposefiiBy,  and 
significant  made  dedteons  and 
performed  acts  of  service  for 
Jesus  you  may  need  to  shop  and 
ask  'IxWd,  what  would  you 
have  me  to  do  now?* 

One  final  memory  I  would 
like  for  you  to  oonakter  is  one 
you  do  not  possess.  You  may 
wonder  how  you  can  rennember 
somethingthathasnotyetlup- 
pened.  I  want  you  to  thmk  for  a 
moment  about  a  day  that  wiD 
coone  to  evervone  ot  us  —  die 


Ingram,  a  ZUU/  unit  teaoer  at  eamp  lj«r«yw«.  Tor  two 
day«^  mothers  and  daimhAers  can  focus  on  two  of  the 
moat  important  parts  otmeir  lives  —  their  relationship 
with  Chnst  and  their  relationship  with  each  other.* 
Happv  Birthday,  Garaywa,  the  theme  for  the  moth- 
er/da<i^ter  weocend,  was  chosen  in  hormr  of 
Garaywa's  60th  birthday.  Camp  Garaywa. 


*I  thmh  it  is  impor^t  for  dau^ters  to 
see  dteir  moms  spending  time  wim  God.  I 
love  to  watch  die  moms  and  dau^ters  have 
a  quiet  time  together*  said  Katie  Welch, 
also  a  2007  unit  feeder  at  camp. 

Missionary  visits  from  Oiesed  Dent, 
serving  in  the  Pacific  Rim,  as  well  as  Ellen 
Threx  and  her  daughter  Marianne,  also 


iiw  diat  spiritual  g^ts  are  the  only  ones 
who  can  make  a  difieience  in  our  worid. 
The  reality  is  that  sometimes  it's  die  small 
innocent  voices  lifted  up  in  prayer  that  carry 

us  through.  I 
love  sharing 
with  diildren 
about  missions 
because  their 
sinceri^  is  so 
pure.  When  diey 


Preschool  Care  at  2007  Mississippi  Baptist 
CoHventioM  Amtaal  Meeting 

Pssadtool  case  wfl  be  avaiable  for  ddfehan  bv  me  miatration.  aues  birth 


Mothers,  daughters  enjoy  time  together  at  Garaywa 


ByEskaHanss 

CorTTspoHdeni 

Just  weeks  into  a  new  school  yeag  appsonnafely  200 
moms  and  their  first  Ihiou^  stxm  gnae  daughfors  took 
adirsntam  of  an  opportur%  to  escape  the  dsfiy  sdssd- 
ufes  of  Hr  by  attenorng  an  owemig^  caanfite  cxpcifenoe 
on  SepRanber  21-22  at  Caenp  Ganywa  in  Cmon. 

"Seeing  the  mothers  and  daughters  together  at 
canm  is  asnas^.  Not  only  can  God  be  seen  ivorking 
in  their  individual  Bvea^  you  can  see  Him  bringing 
modiers  and  daughters  togedier  in  a  way  that  earn  be 
done  in  our  busy  Iifeat3rfes  today,*  said  fenniier 


On  Friday  nig^  moms  and  daughters 
played  biidmy  Bingo  and  pin  the  candle 
on  die  cake,  and  decorated  cupcato. 
Attendees  of  the  weekend  then  had  a  time 
of  worship  around  the  campfire,  concluding 
with  a  round  of  graham  cracker  and  choco¬ 
late  treats  roasted  over  the  open  fire. 

*The  neatest  th^  about  Mother- 
Daughter  weekends  is  to  see  moms  and 
dauBiters  wor^pping  together;  playing 


IS  worstuppuig  togettiei;  playing 
and  havii^  a  quiet  time  togediei;'' 
ibin  Keels,  consultant  tor  die 


said  Robin 


the  camegrounds,  in  die  lives  of  chfidien,  youth,  and  serving  in  the  Pacinc  Rim,  were  among 
adhihs  anne,*  said  Britteny  Prevost,  one  of  die  2007  die  wMkend  activities. 


say  mat  mey  are 
going  to  pray  for 


if  Dent  said. 
According  to 


ends  like  these 
serve  as  an 
opportunity  to 
put  missions  in 
front  of  Missis- 


girls  in  a  24-hour  time 

Criod.  In  the  midst  of 
iming  about  and  giving 
to  missions,  the  mothers 
and  daughters  also  experi¬ 
enced  a  Bme  of  recreation, 
crafts,  and  worship. 


TIME  TOGETHER  —  An  unidentified  mother  and  daughter  share 
study  time  during  the  September  21-22  mother/daughter  weekend 
at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton.  The  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  schedules  several  mother/daughter  weekends  at  Camp 
Garaywa  during  the  year.  (Photo  by  Erica  Harms) 


Future  Mother-Daughter  weekends  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  October  19-20  and  April  11-12. 

For  more  information,  contact  Keels  at 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jacl^n,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3322  or  toll-free  outside  lackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
322.  E-mail:  rkeeIsOmbcb.org. 
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Calvary  Ckuich,  Nalches:  55tli 
homecomiug,  Oct.  14;  services,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  fellowship  meal; 
Mike  Fort,  speaker. 

Coctalli  OmucIi,  Siugiftou-  Home- 

coBKbng,  OcL  14;  services,  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lundi;  Shane  McGivney, 
speaker;  John  Sharp,  pastor. 

Crossroads  Church,  Petal:  10th 
homecoming,  Oct  14;  Sunday 
School  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  pot  luck  and  singing,  1:30 
a.m.;  Jimmie  l^findham,  pastor. 

East  Side  Church,  Magee: 
Homecomiug  and  Revival;  Oct  14-17, 
11  a.m.  followed  by  lunch  and  fellow¬ 
ship;  Ken  Harrison,  speaker;  Sun.-Wed., 
Harry  Gipson,  speaker;  Ray  Gates, 
music  Z.T  Winningham,  pastor. 

Griffith  McaMwial  Church,  Jackson: 
Centennial  Annivenary,  Oct  M;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  meal  noon;  oefebratKm 
gatoerii^  1:30  p.m.;  Steve  Stone,  spesk- 
er,  Ian  Kchardson,  musk;  for  mforma- 
tion,  call  (601)  372-7812. 


Hrat  Church,  Durant  Homecoodng, 
Nov  4;  SvDiday  School  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  ajn^  followed  by  meal  and 
afternoon  reflection,  130  p.m. 

First  Church,  Marks:  Centennial 
Annhrccaaiy,  Oct  28;  services,  10:30 
a.m.,  followed  by  catered  lunch;  centen¬ 
nial  video  showing,  1  p.m.;  casual  open 
house  Oct.  27,  b-8  p.m.;  Gordon 
Sensing,  speaker. 

First  Church,  Ncttieton:  Homecom¬ 
ing,  Oct  21;  services,  10  a.m.,  followed 
by  lunch;  George  Johnson,  speaker; 
Wade  Murphy,  musk;  Paul  Sims,  pastor. 

Georgetown  Church,  Copiah 
County:  Housecoming,  Oct  28;  ser¬ 
vices,  11  a.m.,  fpllowed  by  covered 
dish  meal;  Robert  Hanvey,  speaker; 
Trent  Nefliery,  pastor. 

North  Cabranr  Church,  Philadelphia; 
Homecoming  Oct  14;  Sund^  Sctiool 
9^I5  a.m.;  worship,  11  ajn.,  followed  by 
covered  dish  hmeh;  Michael  Wells, 
gpeiJoer;  Shriia  Burnett  musk;  Lawrence 
Runnels,  pastor. 


Gooden  Lake  Church,  Bclsoni: 
Homecossing,  Oct  21;  services,  10:30 
a.m.,  followed  by  pot  lud(  lundi;  Billy 
Burge,  weaker;  New  Genesis,  music; 
Bob  Gilliland,  pastor. 

Hebron  Church,  Meridian:  100th 
annivera^,  Oct  27-28;  Sat.,  old  time 
gospel  sing  and  supper;  6  p.m.;  Sun., 
services,  11  a.m.,  fc^wed  by  lunch. 

High  Hill  Church,  Neshoba 
County:  Homecoming  and  126th 
anniversary,  Oct.  21;  services,  10  a.m., 
followed  by  noon  lunch  and  gospel 
singing  at  2  p.m.;  L.C.  Antnony, 
speaker;  Southern  Reign  (^artet, 
music;  Ray  Files,  pastor. 

Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg: 
Hoasecoming,  Oct  28;  worship,  11  a.m., 
folloived  by  dimier  on  die  grounds; 
Russell  Bush,  Jr.,  speaker;  Jon  M. 
Stubblefield,  pastor. 

Popps  Ferry  Churdt  Biloxi:  Revival 
Oct  14-17;  6  p.m.  ni^tly;  Clarence 
Cooper,  speaker;  Gilrcrt  Emerson, 
music;  Larry  W.  Yarber,  pastor. 


Mt  Caimd  Church,  Edinburg:  Home- 
coming  Oct  14;  services,  10*30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  oy  dinner;  Joe  Abel  speaker. 

Rocl^  Point  Church,  Leake  Assoc¬ 
iation:  Revival,  Oct.  14-17;  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  Don  Taylor,  speaker;  Nattalie  Durcan 
Emmons,  music;  Marshall  Lum,  pastor. 

Shelton  Church,  Moselle:  100th 
anniversary  and  homecoming,  Oct. 

14:  Sunday  School,  9  a.m.;  wor^ip,  10 
a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  speakers  —  members,  for¬ 
mer  pastors,  associational  representa¬ 
tives,  and  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  representatives; 
Jesse  Smith,  music. 

Sunrise  Church,  Leake  County: 
Revival,  Oct.  14-17;  Sun.,  11  a.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Randall  Creel, 
speaker;  Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  music. 

Topisaw  Church,  Bogus  Chitto: 
125th  Anniversary,  Oct.  14;  services, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds  and  afternoon  singing  and 
remembrance;  Jim  Futral,  spet^r. 


their  teenmonies  at  Bine 
Springa  Church,  Blue 
Sprli^.  They  are  members 
of  Bcthaaida  Church, 
French  Camp,  and  are 
available  for  speaking  in 
local  churches,  and  can  be 
contacted  at  (662)  417-7612, 
230-0055,  or  633-7256. 
Shown  are  pastor  Neil 
Davis,  Wasson,  Palmertree, 
and  Jaysen  Hogue. 

2.  Cash  Church,  Lena,  recently 
ordained  Danny  Weaver 
and  Donald  Gunn  as  dea¬ 
cons.  Shown  are  Weaver, 
Gunn,  and  pastor  M.L. 
Wallace. 

3.  Trinity  Church,  Laurel, 
ordained  Jake  Spencer  as 
deacon  Aug.  26.  shown  are 
Spencer  and  pastor  Keith 


5.  Baby  Dedkartion,  New  Hope  Church,  SumraN 


1.  Shared  testknonies,  Bhie  Springi  Church,  Blue  Sprinfi 


6.  Centri-Kid  Ihrticipants,  First  Church,  Kosciusko 


dance  Sept.  16.  Shown  are 
Lynda  McAlexander  and 
Madalynne  Ash,  19  years; 
Billy  McAlexander^  18 
years,  and  Etoyle  Ash  and 
Inez  Jarrett,  one  year. 

5.  New  Hope  Church, 
Sumrall,  held  a  baby  dedi¬ 
cation  on  Sept.  2.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 
Charles  Broome,  pastor. 

6.  Seventy-two  students  from 
First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
attended  Centri-Kid  at 
Mississippi  College  July 
30-Aug.  1  Shown  are  tlw 
participants. 

7.  Parkview  Church,  Green¬ 
ville.  ordained  David 
Hughes,  Sr.,  as  deacon  S^. 
30.  Shown  are  Mimi 


2.  Deacon  OrdinatkNis,  Cash  Church,  Lena 


7.  Deacon  Ordination,  fhikvicw  Church,  CreenviHe 


8.  Corinth  Church,  CorinBi, 
licensed  Shane  McGivney  to 


currendy  serviiv  as  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  at  Onindi  and 
will  oe  available  for  full  time 
pastorate  in  January,  2006. 
shown  are  M^ivney  and 
pastor  John  Sharp. 

9.  Bala  Chitto  Church, 
Magnolia,  ordained  James 
Boyd  and  Jimmy 
Brumfield  as  deacons 
Sept.  9  and  activated  Toxie 
Schmidt  as  an  active  dea¬ 
con.  Shown  are  pastor 
Dave  Hartson,  Brumfield, 
Boyd,  and  Sdimidt. 

10.  The  WMU  of  Lowndes 
County  sponsored  their 
9th  annual  prayer  walk  at 
28  different  school  sites  in 
Columbus  and  Lowndes 
County  Sept.  8,  with 
about  440  pMple  praying 
simultaneously. 


3.  Deacon  Ordination,  Trinity  Church,  Laurel 


8.  McGivney  Licensed  to  Ministry,  Corinth  Church,  Corinth 


9.  Deacon  Ordhurtions,  Bab  Chitto  Church,  Ma^ioNa 


BAPTISTS 


11.  Hi^and  Church,  Laurel, 
oraained  Jim  Woodyear  to 
the  ministry  Sept.  30. 
Shown  are  Wood  year, 

Sarah  Wotxiyear,  and  \iatt 
Buckles. 


15.  Baby  Oedicatioa,  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


12.  New  Home  Church, 

Fulton,  recently  ordained 
Kelly  Wa\  ne  Knight  as  dea¬ 
con.  Shown  are  pastor 
Michael  Warren,  Knicht, 
Staci  Knight,  and  Addie 
Belle  Knight. 

13.  Flowood  Church, 

Flowood,  ordained  Randy 
joe  Donald  as  deacon  Sept, 
9.  Shown  arc  Donald, 

right,  and  deacon  chair¬ 
man  Donnie  Thomas. 


11.  Woodyear  ordained,  Highland  Church,  Laurel 


Spring  Creek  Church, 
Nesh^a  Association, 
ordained  Rob  Fulton  as 
deacon  Aug.  26.  Shown  are 

gastor  Whit  Lewis,  Fulton, 
ozanne  Fulton,  and  Sara 
Alice  Fulton. 


16.  Blair  honored.  Liberty  Church,  CarroH-Montgomery  Assoc 


15.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
held  a  baby  dedication 
Sept.  23.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  Jim  Buchanan, 
pastor. 

16.  Liberty  Church,  Carroll* 
Montmmery  Association, 
recently  honored  Claver 
Blair  for  46  years  of  service 
as  music  director  of  the 
church.  Shown  are  Rodney 
Mainelli,  current  director; 
Jane  Blair;  Blair,  and  pastor 
Gary  Tanner. 

17.  Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss, 
ordained  Norman  Presson  as 
deacon  Sept.  16.  Shown  are 
interim  pastor  Louis  Smith, 
Pressoa  and  Pat  Presson. 


17.  Presson  ordabied  as  deacon,  Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss 


18.  Liberty  Church,  Carroll 
County,  met  their  $2000 
Margaret  Lackey  Mission 
Offering  goal. 

19.  The  Wilsons,  Shelbyville, 
Term.,  will  be  in  concert  at 
Sulphur  Springs  Church, 
Conehatta,  Oct.  14,  6  p.m. 

20.  Second  Chance  will  be  in 
concert  at  Bethlehem 
Church,  Winona,  at  the 
Oct.  14  evening  service. 

21.  Leflore  Church,  Holcomb, 
held  a  youdi  oadi  the  pews 
event  Sept.  30.  Miles  Raney, 
speaker,  had  his  head 
sruived  in  recognition  of  the 
voudt's  hard  woric  Five  dif¬ 
ferent  churdws  participated. 
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Bibliocipher 

Bf  Ot^  Mwx,  1932  -  2004 
cofrfrt^imd  2005 


ERN  now  XC  ZIIW,  L 
GEDICZ  RITW  XC  ERN 
WLP  lA  EDIJYTN;  LCW  RN 
VCIKNER  ERNH  ERIE 
ECHCE  XC  RXH. 

CLRIH  ICN:  CNMNC 
Oue  ;  X  -  / 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
amrdae  your  Btbla  kno¥iiledge.  A 
King  tarries  Wrsion  Bible  verse  has 
been  ertcoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puiile.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Ariswer  to  last  week3 
punk  :  tdhn  One  :  Jhirty-SiK. 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


It '^^ll  ll:i\i 
I  '  N  1  (  (IM  ■ 


Aad  wMt  to  VBoover  kmes 

WeCMlIclp! 

wiMi  a  gHnnatoed 


132% 


BM|riB<,MS3NS7 

lilM)L844J254 

(W1^J641 


Master  of  Divinity  SciilM 

AimoiiiiGing  a  new  pMtBcntiip  bctwscn  New  Orinns  BaptiH 
Ikeologkal  Swiaar)r  aad  Bine  Mountaiii  CoBc§e.  Slaitiag  in 
Junaiy  300B,  New  CMmm  Semineiyt  Monk 
riTiMiiTii  Ceacer  wM  oAr  Master  of  Dhriaity 
oowaewoik  on  Momlqn  at  the  Bh»e  MoMBdan  cain|MS. 

tBt  ^ai444aB*y 


NEW  ORLEANS 

battist  tmeoiocical  seminary 
Neeth  Miniirippi  Ceaecr 
Dr  An  MiKhdl.  AiMrter 

(«62)  ft^-ITTO 
^jjBaata«t^>ndl>ts.edu 


© 


Calvafy  Ghtnch,  SaMMiala,  has  called  IVavis  I 
tor.  Shown  are  Senigga  his  wife  Beth,  and  children 
Hariie,  Haunnah,  Mary,  Caillou,  and  Nicholas. 


Visit  us  online  at  www.ntbd>,org 


Is  Your  Van  Safe'^  Send  for  a  FREE  CD 


MtsiBtippi  Dipim  mniBiBf  v>  noti 

Alaska  Cruise 

And  PacHIc  Mofthta—t  Vacation 

Oi  Jms  B,  3008,  Joh  yns  SpttMl  Otaelor.  BnOil  MHtor  Rw.  Bl|r  tMtom  os  Wo 
ISaw  wacWos  MsdhiB  a  7<aw  WiMO  AMb  OnWe  aOh  HolMd  Aawlcs  Um  «4  a 
/WvPadfcNaWsHloacWosaliYQvIlBiTowo.  OsMWsoalbeiRBWaoalWIe 
My  aMi  os  bond  iMp  esd  losit  W|a  os  low  for  Wise  h  8m  grow  aho  aWi  to 

n  ystos  In  tm  patoor  of  tn  FM  BwOto  CWroii  of  Gaolw,  M.  He  «d  Mo  aW 
ftobsoca  haw  csWW  AtoMi  kWW  paMags  teas  Wno  bekro.  Osos  is  2005  ai  a 
YotolWsToMaDwMChwWiioslWtaaMiwWIospachiOiMXtodsisJwalOOT. 
nnplKOiBOORMohlnyiafohiiOwhbilOOOl  Thap  look  fosMd  to  rWnWg  ai  year 


Register  online  at  hope4cee.org 
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TDURiiMr  TOURS  i-whsas-Tsas 


•  Over  20  mitslorvarles 

•  Discussion  opportunities 
with  leadership 

•  Prayer  advocacy  training 

a 

tal^OlETUNUIN 

•  Using  medie  In  missions 

•  How  to  fund  strategic 
mission  involvement 

•  Much,  much  more! 

^^^VnHHOn  BOOVQ 

ractical  Principles  /  ( hri nan  i  iving 
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October  14th  is  World  Hun«r  Day. 
OCferings  designated  for  world  hunger 
are  distributed  between  ^ 
International  Mission  Board  (80%)  and 
dw  North  American  Mission  Board 
(20%X  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
create  the  World  Hun^  Fund  to  min¬ 
ister  to  the  physical  needs  of  hum^ 
people  across  the  world  and  to  have  me 
opportunity  to  minister  to  their  spiritual 
nc^  as  well.  On  foreim  seal,  hunger 
ministry  takes  the  form  <x  disaster  relM, 
emeraency  ratkms  delivered  to  people 
cau^t  by  fomine,  pestilence,  or  flood. 
Here  in  America,  the  hunger  problem  is 
addressed  by  traditkmal  soup  kitchens, 
block  parties,  kids  dubs,  tutormg  pro- 
mans,  aikl  Thanksgiving  dinners.  In 
2006,  $1.4  million  was  channeled 
throu^  2,200  domestic  hunger  min¬ 
istries,  according  to  Sandy  Wood  of 
NAMB's  ministry  aikl  servant  evaitge- 
lism  teanr,  all  of  it  spent  on  food. 

All  across  Mississippi,  faidi  based 
organizations  and  others  are  focusing 
on  alleviatins  hunger.  In  Brandon, 
New  Day  Food  Club  is  using  a  creative 
approarm  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  hun- 
m.  "Help  people  help  each  other"  is 
m«r  slog^.  Once  a  month.  New  Day 


Food  for  Thought 


is  a  distribution  center  for  units  of 
food.  One  food  unit  costs  $28  and  the 
October  menu  is: 

(4)  5  oz.  Ribeye  Steaks,  (1)  3  lbs. 
Breaded  Frying  Chicken,  (1)  2  lbs. 
Salisbury  Steak  enti^  w/  gravy,  (1) 
24.5  oz.  Supreme  Pizza,  u)  z  lb. 
Chicken  Chunks,  (1)  24  oz.  Pork  Roast, 
(1)  16  oz.  Chicken  Breast  Fajitas,  (1)  12 
ct.  Com  Tortilla,  (1)  15  oz.  Pork  and 
Beans,  (1)  16  oz.  Fr^  Carrots,  (1)  24 
oz.  Homestyle  Hashbrowns,  (1)  16  oz. 
Com,  (1)  16  oz.  Bean  Soup  Mix,  (1)  5.5 
oz  PaiKake  Mix,  (1)  7.5  oz  Mac  and 
Cheese,  (1)  7  oz.  Lasagna  Diimer,  and 
(1)  Dessert  Item. 

All  of  this  for  only  $28.  Anyone  can 
buy  a  unit  of  food  and  deliver  it  to  a 
needy  family,  a  shut-ii\,  a  widow,  or 
keep  it  for  themselves.  These  items 
would  cost  between  $65-80  at  a  local 
grocery  store  and  is  the  same  high 
quality  that  one  would  find  at  a  gro¬ 
cery  store.  There  are  no  second-hand 
items,  no  damaged  or  out-of-date 

{>roducts,  no  dented  cans  without 
abels,  no  day-old  bread  and  no  fruit 
that  is  almost  too  ripe. 


2007  World 
Hunger  Emphasis 


For  more  information  on  how  to  start 
a  food  distribution  ministry  like  New 
Day  Food  Gub,  call  Pastor  Mark  Howie 
(601-7^9500)  or  Ms.  Earline  Ashley 
(601-941-6047). 

Mat^w  7:7-11  (NASB)  says,  "Ask, 
and  it  will  be  given  to  you;  seex  and  you 
will  find;  knoac,  and  it  will  be  opened  to 


I  M) 


you.  For  everyone  who  asks  receives, 
and  he  who  seeks  finds,  and  to  him  who 
knocks  it  will  be  opeiwd.  Or  what  man 
is  there  among  you  who,  when  his  son 
asks  for  a  loaf,  will  give  him  a  stone?  Or, 
if  he  asks  for  a  fish,  ne  will  not  give  him 
a  siuUce,  will  he?  If  you  then,  b«ng  evil, 
know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  your 
children,  how  much  more  will  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven  give  what  is 
good  to  those  who  ask  Hinv" 

Southern  Baptists  have  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  ask,  seek,  and  knock.  \Ne  ask  our 
heavenly  Father  to  show  us  where  He  is 
working.  We  seek  to  alleviate  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  spiritual  suffering  of  those  witii 
whom  we  share  this  world.  We  knock  on 
the  doors  of  otiiers  and  invite  them  to 
share  in  die  blessing  of  blessing  others.  In 
some  instarKes,  the  non-Christian  world 
is  doing  a  good  job  at  lowing  compas¬ 
sion  to  a  riMdy  hungry  world.  U  lost  pe^ 
pie  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  their 
children,  just  imagine  now  mudi  more 
God  has  to  offer!  Will  you  allow  Him  to 
use  you  to  alleviate  hunger?  Volunteer 
for  a  food  ministry  in  your  area  or  give  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  World  minger 
Fund.  If  you  feed  me  belly,  the  soul  or^ 
wells  up  for  nourishment,  too. 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


C«IU>A 


The  men's  ministry  of  Beulah  Church,  Decatur,  .recently  volunteered  at  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village.  The  group  replaced  flooring  in  a  cottage. 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
was  featured  in  an  article 
in  the  Southern  Style  section 
of  The  Clarion  Ledger 
on  September  27,  2007. 

You  can  read  the  article  at 
www.baptistchildrehsvillage.com 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

High-Impact  Believers 

Matthew  5:13-20 


Alice  Snttlh 


Jems  is  dear  about  our 
lesjxaiiftiility  as  Christians  as  we 
live  in  the  worid  but  not  part  of  it 
He  ^ves  two  doady  rdaled  sim¬ 
iles  m  our  Saiptiue  text  found  in 
Matthew  5:13^  sah  and  li^t 
One  of  tite  purposes  of  sah  is  to 
pieserve  and  km  from  oonup- 
ti^  and  baitiahes  daiimesB. 

This  study  reminds  me  of  an 
occasion  when  my  husband 
and  I  went  out  to  duuier.  As  we 
took  our  seats,  I  glattoed  over  at 
a  couple  a  few  tables  away.  I 
remember  thinking  what  an 
attractive  couple  were.  She 
was  v^  stylish,  st^irfusticated 
you  mi^t  say.  He  was  very  dis- 
tinguisned.  Their  manner  and 
dress  indicated  good  taste  and 
wealth.  And  then  they  did 
sometiung  tiuit  should  not  have 


seemed  so  extraordi¬ 
nary.  They  reached 
across  the  table  for  each 
odwr's  hands  aiwl  ^ 
bowed  their  heads  in  a  quiet 
blessing  of  the  food.  That  cou¬ 
ple  will  never  Imow  what  an 
unpact  they  made  on  me  as  I 
wimessed  their  devotion  to 
God.  They  were  tire  real  sah  in 
tiuit  restaurant.  They  seasoned 
more  than  the  food  —  they  sea¬ 
soned  my  life  with  their  witness 
of  our  aU-present  God.  That  is 
what  Jesus  meant  ^len  he  said 
we  are  to  be  die  "salt  of  the 
earth."  We  are  to  impact  in  a 
positive  way,  our  soa^  with 
our  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Have  you  ever  been  in  a  very 
dark  ixxnn,  perhaps  during  a 
Christmas  worship  time?  The 
smodiering  darknm  seems  to 
envelope  you.  Suddenly,  a 


small  candle  is  lit 
somewhere  in  the  room 
and  the  darkness 
retreats.  Another  cm- 
dle  ritines  and  anodier. 
Eventually,  the  room  is 
bri|^  wtdi  Ught  and 
the  darkness  is  pushed 
away.  We  are  to  m  like 
the  candle  diat  with  hs 
^  bright  shining  light 

*  attaci^  the  urkness. 

We  destroy  the  power  of  sin 
with  the  lim  of  me  World. 

Verse  13  (HCSB):  "You  are  the 
sah  of  the  earth.  But  if  die  sah 
should  lose  its  taste,  how  can  it  be 
made  sahy?  It  is  no  longer  good 
for  anydiing  but  to  be  diiDwn  out 
and  trampled  on  by  men." 

We  are  to  afiect  the  world 
with  our  testimony  of  Jesus  and 
we  are  to  be  careful  that  we  do 
not  allow  that  testimony  to 
become  worthless.  It  is  a  sad 
diing  when  we  as  Christians 
experience  situations  that  dam¬ 
age  our  influence^  or  peihi^  fail 
(as  Peter  did  when  he  oenied 
Jesus)  to  exerdse  our  influence 
i^ien  it  is  needed.  How  tragic 
when  we  realize  that  we  have 


become  worthless  to  God's  work 
because  we  have  been  gHilty  of 
sin  or  of  den3fiM  him  mrougk 
our  ineftsetive  Ofuistian  HvinR. 
However  as  uve  lecomiiae  tns 
stale  in  our  own  Uvee^  Jesus  nvill 
fcxgive  us  and  we  must  lemem- 
ber  that  he  makes  possMe  "a 
land  of  beginning  again." 

A  little  salt  goes  a  long 
way.  Some  of  us  must  be  care¬ 
ful  not  to  over-salt  with  our 
Christian  influence  so  that  we 
turn  people  away,  this  I 
mean  diat  we  should  always 
be  witnesses  of  Christ  in  an 
atmosphere  of  love  and  from 
an  overflow  of  our  recogni¬ 
tion  of  our  own  unworthiness 
before  Christ  and  our  own 
need  of  the  daily  cleansing  of 
Christ's  forgiveness,  not  from 
an  overflow  of  self-righteous¬ 
ness  and  harshness. 

In  Verses  14  and  16  (HCSB) 
we  read:  "You  are  the  light  of  the 
%voikl.  A  dty  situated  on  a  hill 
cannot  be  hidden.  (16)  In  the 
same  way,  let  your  light  shine 
before  meiv  so  tturt  they  may  see 
your  good  works  aivl  give  ^ory 
to  your  Father  in  heaven." 


Ye^  we  are  to  dune  beigNly 
with  the  Hope  of  Chritt  in  the 
midst  of  the  OHlaieas  of  ski  in  our 
societies  today  Those  wtth  whom 
we  live  —  our  fmniieak  among 
friendk  in  the  woekplaoe.  in  our 
churches  at  our  parties  must 
see  our  lives  reflecting  Ovist's 
teachmgs  of  moral  exoeBence. 
Reonenjper  that  our  light  Mying  is 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  brinmng 
glory  loGod,  not  gja*y  to  usR 

As  we  stu^  verses  17-20, 
we  are  told  point  blank  Iw  Jesus 
that  he  did  not  come  to  oeatroy 
the  Law.  but  to  fulfill  it  He  said 
iKit  one  tiny,  minute  thing  in 
the  law  woiM  be  changed,  tiis 
fulfillment  interjected  his  right¬ 
eousness  into  ttie  law.  When 
asked  what  the  greatest  com- 
marKlment  was,  he  rolled  them 
all  up  into  orte:  Matthew  22:37 
(HC^k  "Love  the  Lord  your 
God  with  all  your  heart  with 
all  your  souL  and  with  all  your 
mind.  And  he  said,  in  verse  39: 
The  second  is  like  it  Love  your 
neighbor  as  yours^." 

Smitii  is  a  member  of  First 
Churdt,  jadaon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Patient  with  Others 

Matthew  13:24-30,  36-43 


By  Michael  Smitti _  presence  of  God.  Though 

me  destinies  of  die  ungod- 

In  the  wdl4mown  poem  The  ly  and  tire  godly  are  quiet  < 

Road  Less  Takea  Robert  Frost  oifferent  they  will  coexist 
meditates  upon  the  conse-  while  traversing  through  the  here 
miences  of  me  direction  one  arvi  now.  How  should  dKwe  i^ho 
mooses  to  go  in  life:  "IWo  roads  have  received  Christ  relate  to 
diverged  in  a  wood,  and  I  —  1  Arose  hAio  have  rejected  Christ? 
took  me  one  less  traveled  by,  and  Jesus  provides  the  answer  to  that 
that  has  rnade  all  the  differoKe."  question  in  the  parable  of  Are 
For  FrosL  chooamg  oire  road  over  vAreat  arrd  the  weeds, 
another  nrade  aU  Are  difierenoe.  1.  Patience  Is  Essential 
Robert  Frost's  notion  of  two  (Matttiew  13:24-30) 
roads  is  not  totally  urrique.  Jesus 
teaches  Arat  there  are  two  roads 
in  life  —  a  broad  road  Arat  leads 
to  destruction  arrd  a  narrow  road 
that  leads  to  life  (Matthew  7:13- 


arirorrg  the  wheat. 
When  Are  wheat 
begins  to  qnout,  so  do 
the  rveeds.  The  work¬ 
ers  are  perpl»(ed  by 
the  precbcarnent  Theu- 
natural  reaction  is  to 
pull  the  rveeds;  how¬ 
ever,  Are  farmer 
warned  agairrst  Are 
e-yHi  possibility  of  plucking 
Are  rvheat  prematurely. 
He  instructs  the  workers  to 
patiently  wait  until  the  harvest. 
At  that  tirrre.  Are  wheat  arrd  Are 
weeds  would  be  separated.  For 
now,  horvever;  the  wireat  arrd  the 
wee^  could  just  grow  together. 
Jesus'  parable  teaones  Are  priird- 
ple  of  patience.  Spedncally, 
Jesus'  parable  illustrates  God^s 


14).  Many  will  take  the  broad  the  King  and  his  Kin^om.  A 
road  of  rejecting  Christ.  Few  rvUl  parable  is  a  stray  rvith  fanriliar 
take  the  rrarrow  road  of  fbUowinK  surface  details  Arat  conveys  a 


Matthew  13  is  comprised  of  a  soveiei^  patierroe  towards  the 
discourse  which  irrdudes  seven  urrgodly  and  teaches  Are  prirrd- 
parables.  The  ooirmron  thenre  pie  of  wArful  livirrg  arrd  nuitful 
mat  connects  these  parables  is  patieirce  of  the  go^y  towards 
the  two  competirrg  re^xxrses  to  me  urrgodly.  As  follorvers  of 


take  the  rrarrow  road  of  following 
Christ  Those  rvho  reject  Christ 
face  inrmirrent  judgment  and 
condenmation.  Irrose  who  fol¬ 
low  Christ  have  already  received 
the  gift  of  eterrral  life  arrd  Are 


surface  details  Arat  conveys  a 
spiritual  truth.  In  Are  parabte  of 
me  wheat  arrd  the  weeds,  Jesus 
tells  the  stray  of  a  farmer  r^ro 
sows  seeds  m  his  firtd.  In  Are 
cover  of  darkrress,  an  enemy  sab- 


pronrise  of  living  eternally  in  Are  otages  his  crop  by  sorving  weeds 


pie  of  ndArful  livirrg  arrd  nuitful 
patieirce  of  the  godly  towards 
me  urrgodly.  As  follorvers  of 
Christ  we  must  patiendy  walk 
anrons  those  r^Aro  reject  Christ 
urrtil  &xl  briirgs  an  errd  to  the 
here  and  trow.  It  is  importarrt  to 
note,  however,  that  patience 
does  rrot  imply  passiverress. 
Patieirce  is  rrot  passive.  Patieirce 
is  proactive.  As  the  heirs  of 
God's  promises,  we  must  not 


passively  wait  around;  we  must 
proactirrely  await  Christ's  com- 
We  proactirrely  await 
Quist's  comirrg  when  we  care 
for  Are  hurting  arrd  share  hope 
rvith  the  hopewss. 

2.  Thiat  is  Necessary 
(Matthew  13:36-39) 

Jesus  did  not  provide  an 
exf^arration  for  most  of  his  para¬ 
ble  He  fully  expected  spirmially 
mirrded  foBcs  to  underrtvrd  the 
Hxritual  pnrrdples  of  his  para¬ 
bles.  In  Aris  irrstarree,  horvevei; 
Jesus  ex^ttirs  Are  details  of  his 
parable.  The  detaik  of  Are  para¬ 
ble  of  the  rvheat  arrd  Are  rveeds 
Ulumirrate  the  assurarree  of  God's 


arrd  should  reserve  our  judgmerrt 
of  the  urrgodly  arrd  theu-  godless 
behartior  oy  entrustirrg  the  task  of 


of  juds^  Are  evu  behartior  of  Are 
urrgoray.  Further;  our  criterion 
for  judgirrg  the  behartior  of  Are 
urwpdly  is  flawed.  We  desire  to 
jud^  baaed  on  rvhat  peq^  harre 
done  TO  us.  God  win  judge 
based  on  rvhat  people  have  done 
WITH  Jesus.  We  should  trust 
God  arrd  entrust  Are  judgment  of 
Are  ungodly  to  God. 

3.  Ttervards  Will  Coaae 
(Matthew  13:4IM3) 

You  arrd  I  must  live  with  a 
healthy  perspective  of  the  Day  of 


of  Judgrirent  On  that  day,  Cjod 
will  fuDy  fulfill  his  (nranises  boAr 
to  Are  godly  arrd  Are  urrgodly. 
Those  rvho  nave  rejected  rZhrist 
will  be  reiecled  ^  ChrisL  the 
Kiirg  arrd  judge.  Tire  righteous- 
iress  of  God  be  rnirdicated  by 
the  iudgiire^  arrd  coirdeiirrration 
of  Are  unrig^ileous.  The  assur- 
airoe  of  God^  firral  victory  should 
culnrirrale  trust  As  followers  of 
Christ  rve  can  firmly  trust  Arat 
God's  judgiireirt  rvill  be  just  arrd 
his  tiiTuirg  will  be  timely.  We  can 


by  both  a  joyful  heart  arrd  a  bur- 
deired  hei^  We  can  and  should 
lejoke  in  Christ's  rrghleousrress 
arm  passionately  airticipale  the 
precious  words,  "Well  doire  my 
good  arrd  faithful  servant"  We 
mould  eqrially  grieve  over  Are 
crardenriration  ra  the  lost  and 
regret  that  anyocre  would  hear 
Are  words,  "Derail  from  me,  for  I 
do  rrot  krrow  you." 

Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  Monticello. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
Arat  take  place  in  cooperating  (^rches  of 
the  Missiwppi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  siArrnitira  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  ty|^ 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
1 1  -Itrch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  prirr^  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writirrg;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni¬ 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must 
be  contained  in  the  message  segrrrent 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing 
‘  virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  win 


dear,  sharp,  and  weU-lighlBd.  Pliolai 
can  ml  be  rattMNd.  rasR  tio  ml 


be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
are jrermissible. 

Please  make  articles  corKise.  Include 
the  wko,  uAmI,  When,  uAiere  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  arKi  te^hone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  aiKl 
white,  instant  photos  arxi  digital  printouts 
are  not  reprooucible.  Digkal  photos  may 
be  used  A  submitted  as  a  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-hatf  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 


AN  news  items  are  subject  to  edWng 
and  aH  photognphs  are  sdbject  to  oop- 
pin^  Photogra^  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  Ixjilding-,  or  cnjeciorNy  p^ 
tographs  will  be  priniBd.  News  items  andtar 
photogaphs  can  be  pubfahed  one  time 
only.  DeaKiine  for  submittirw  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  (tee. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  piMished  on  a  space-available  basis. 

bubmit  news  aiKl  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  33(j,  Jackson, 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordttmbcb.org. 


followers 


So.  Baptists  growing  presence  among 


is  so  mixed 


belief  that  'Christians  are  not  ting  to  know  this  people  group  because 
e  us.'  For  them,  Christianity  is  th^are  praying  for  them. 

It  from  their  cuhure."  The  need  for  prayer  for  die  Jatt  Sikhs 

said  that  one  friend  has  told  is  still  great. 

'The  primary  prayer  need  is  for  the 

Rtts  to  near  and  re^’ond  to  die  Good 
ews  oi  Jesus,"  Wayne  said.  "Along 


October  two  years  ago.  hec  "Your  way  is  good  for  you,  and  our 

"Prayer  is  saturating  the  hard  way  to  good  for  us." 
ground  so  that  dhe  seed  of  die  Word  *They  view  Christianity  as  a  for- 
can  take  root,"  said  Sydney  Sin^  eign  religion  that  has  no  bearing  on 
(name  changed  for  security  purposes),  diem  as  followers  of  the  Sikh  reli- 
a  Jatt  SiUi-background  bniever.  gion,"  Wayne  said. 

"Prayer  supporters  are  helping  us  and  Sikhism  teaches  diat  there  is  one 
arepart  of  dus  itdiole  miaston.  god.  Sikhs  follow  die  teachings  of 

"tatt"  refers  to  an  Indian  caste,  and  &uru  Nanak  Dev,  die  first  guru  and 
the  Jatt  Sikh  people  are  those  udio  fol-  founder  of  Sikhism,  aloiw  with  die 
low  the  Sikh  rel^|kxi.  The  maiority  of  nine  Sikh  gurus  who  followed  him, 
the  11  milhon  Jatt  Sikhs  in  India  Uiw  in  and  the  Sikh  scriptures,  the  Guru  Editor's  note:  For  more  information  about 
Punfob,  a  state  in  northern  India.  C^ranth  Sahib,  whkn  diey  consider  the  the /att  Sikhs  of  India,  visit  ioww.go2soudia- 
TtmaAms^  Jatt  Sikhs  are  farmers  and  final  and  living  guru.  siaufrg/peopksfjfJatt^fSdtJitml. 


Christians  building  bridges  to  practitioners  of  Sihk  faith 


of  a  barrier  diis  is  to  readiing  them 
with  die  Gospel. 

Historically,  Sikhs  who  have 
accepted  the  Gospel  have  relin- 

auisned  much  of  their  culture  to  join 
ie  "Christian"  culture. 

"Many  are  complet^  'Christianized' 
and  don’t  look  any  different  from  most 
Christians,"  Wayne  said.  "Unfortunately, 
this  is  a  barrier  to  the  latts." 

In  an  effort  to  reach  die  Sikh  culture 
for  Christ,  some  Indian  Christians 
have  begtm  conducting  church  ser¬ 
vices  in  die  style  of  a  Sikh  worship 
service.  These  services  meet  in  believ¬ 
er's  homes  and  have  all  of  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  a  church  but  also  have  a 
culturally  contextualized  style. 

The  amgregadon  sits  wim  a  leader 
and  discusMS  portions  of  Scripture. 

"Some  people  are  now  using  die  sat- 
sang  style  or  worship  and  ^ing  to 
contextualize  more  so  diat  diey  can 
maintain  their  culture  while  forsaking 
^  false  beliefs,"  Wayne  said.  "Satsang 
style  uses  music  similar  to  the  Sikh 
silking.  The  leader  would  likely  sit 
rattier  than  stand,  and  some  people  are 
using  (xmtextualized  terms  Um  'Sat 
Guru'  (Thie  Teadier)  for  Jesus." 

Satsang  which  literally  means  "true 
comply,  is  a  congregadonally  led  wor¬ 
ship.  Oftm  one  teiKher  will  sit  and  read 
a  passage  from  the  Bible,  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  will  meditate  on  it  and  discuss  it. 

In  this  way,  Sikh-background 
Christians  can  matdi  their  style  of  wor¬ 
ship  to  the  culture  to  wIiIot  they  are 
accustomed,  while  remaining  devoted 
to  following  and  sharing  Chmt. 


SKH  WORSHH’PHtS  —  Devout  Sikhs  worship  at  a  Sikh  temple,  or  "gurdwara," 
where  diey  offer  "ardas,"  or  prayers.  Sikhs  strive  to  live  a  pure  Ine  that  win  free  them 
from  die  cycle  of  reincamanon.  Sikhs  consider  their  holy  book,  the  Guru  Cranth 
SaMb,  to  be  one  of  the  gurus  they  revere  in  that  process.  (BP  photo) 


cts  the  Guru  Grandi  Salub.  SikJis  also  have  special  scripture 

Devout  Sikhs  will  devote  part  of  readings  on  the  eve  of  a  si^nincant 
di  day  to  icdting  portions  from  the  event  m  hopes  that  die  Guru  Granth 
mi  Granlh  Salrib.  Sahib  will  bkeas  the  occasion. 

"Them  are  set  portions  of  the  Sikh  For  a  Sikh,  Christianity  is  a  foreign 
lipluics  diat  can  be  read,  and  each  religion  and  Christ  is  a  foreign  guru 
B  to  be  read  in  full  at  one  time,"  (teMier).  Indian  Christians  wonting 
lyne  said.  "They  are  kind  of  like  among  die  Sikhs,  eqiedally  the  Jatt 
Bpters.  Some  are  kmgerdian  others."  SikJis,  are  beginning  to  see  now  mudi 


